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Nevertheless, although it is not until a later reign, that of
Kyanzittha (1084-1112), that the effects of the new cultural
connection with the outer world begin clearly to appear, a story
in the chronicles indicates that in Anawrahta's own lifetime at
least one important overseas contact was established. A king of
Ceylon, Vijaya Bahu I, forced to defend his kingdom and his
religion against the attacks of the Hindu Cholas of the Carnatic,
sought his help. Anawrahta sent a costly present, but no troops.
Vijaya Bahu, however, managed to drive out the invaders.
Thereupon he again sent envoys to Pagan asking for monks and
scriptures to aid him in the task of reconstruction. These were
despatched, and as a token of gratitude he sent Anawrahta a
miraculously produced replica of the famous Buddha Tooth of
Kandy. It was received with the highest honours and placed in a
jewelled casket under the Shwezigon Pagoda.
Intercourse with Ceylon tended to have a marked effect upon
the history of Burmese Buddhism. Burmese tradition asserts
that in A.D. 403 the scriptures were brought to Thaton from
Ceylon by the apostle Buddhaghosa. Modern research, however,
connects Thaton Buddhism with the important Hinayana
school at Conjeveram, which flourished under the commentator
Dhammapala in the fifth century. It was apparently from this
source that the Mons acquired the Pallava alphabet with which
they wrote their earliest inscriptions. At the time when the
Pagan kings began to develop relations with Ceylon, Brahman-
ism had triumphed over Buddhism at Conjeveram, and Ceylon
was coming to take its place as the main Hinayana centre.
When Anawrahta died in 1077 his rule extended over the
greater part of Burma proper, northern Arakan and northern
Tennasserim, while a number of Shan chieftains in the moun-
tainous regions to the east of central Burma acknowledged his
suzerainty. His achievements left a permanent impression upon
his country and people. His son Sawlu (1077-84), who succeeded
him, was so incompetent that it says much for the genius of the
father that his kingdom survived the test. The main danger was
in the south, where the Mons rebelled, captured the feeble king,
murdered him and threatened Pagan itself. It looked as if it was
now the turn of the Burmese to be conquered by the Mons.
Sawlu's half-brother Kyanzittha, however, routed the Mons and